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now lives in Woodbridge with his wife, Michele. 
His daily commute to Old Salem Farm is an hour 
each way, but he wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“It’s so worth it,” he said. “The Hakim family 
is very proud of this place and supportive of the 
advancements we try to make. I also love to see 
what it does for the local communities within 
Westchester County.”

While Alan’s resume doesn’t include a lifetime 
of riding or training horses, his ever-growing 
knowledge of the industry is complemented 
by a steadfast dedication to success. He has 
celebrated many victories during his tenure at 
Old Salem Farm, but the one he can most likely 
hang his hat on is helping to make the Grand 
Prix Field one of the most iconic show jumping 
venues in the sport. 

Golf Course Mode
Before working with the Hakim family, Alan 

took a hiatus from traditional construction 
and spent five years building golf courses, an 
experience he constantly draws on.

“When it came to do doing earth work, it 
was an easy fit,” said Alan. “In the golf course 
industry, a lot of care and maintenance goes into 
keeping a course competition-grade. After the 
first horse show I was involved with, I could 
see that we had some work to do to make the 
footing match the improvements we’d made to 
the rest of the facility. We needed to get in golf 
course mode!”

Alan spearheaded a process that included 
a short-term program to get the ground in 
shape and followed through with four years 
of constant maintenance. “After that project, 
people really started falling in love with this 
place,” said Alan. 

A quick study in an unfamiliar world, Alan 

has become well-versed in footing, show 
management and pleasing the world’s top show 
jumpers. In turn, Old Salem Farm has become a 
part of the Bietsch family. 

While Alan — radio in hand — can be seen 
overseeing operations, his son, Chris, can also 
be spotted at the farm as part of the crew that 
maintains footing and the overall appearance 
of the facility. Most notably, however, Alan’s 
oldest daughter chose Old Salem Farm as her 
wedding venue in fall 2016. Alan, Michele, 
Chris, Allison and youngest daughter, Madison, 
transformed Old Salem Farm’s double-decker 
tent into a fairytale wedding and celebrated 
Allison’s marriage to her husband, Matthew.

No doubt a special place for show jumping 
riders, Old Salem Farm has welcomed Alan and 
his entire family into the world of horse sport. 
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Alan’s three children (left to right): Chris, Allison, and Madison, at Allison’s 
Old Salem Farm wedding in 2016.
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Alan and show manager Matthew Morrissey at Old Salem Farm
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When asked what he likes most about working 
within an industry that was once so foreign 
to him, Alan simply replied, “You can’t ask for 
much more than waking up every day excited 
about going to work.” 

Visit www.oldsalemfarm.net  


